
building a bird's nest 
 

1. Name of the project:  
 
  building a bird's nest 

 

2. Subjects covered from STEAM areas:  
 
science, 
arts 

  

3. Target group (age range and size of the group):  
 
3rd grade, about 20 students 

 

4. Duration of the activity:  
 
4 science lessons (180 minutes) 

 

5. Key words:  
 
bird's nest,  
building, 
construction 

 

6. Key sentence describing context of the activity, followed by short 
description (200 words):  
 
Students build a bird's nest with a partner. They can choose the kind of bird they like best. 
They use different materials. They can also use recycled materials. Together with their 
partner, they first select suitable materials to use for the construction. Communication with 
the partner is very important so that they can exchange ideas. The focus here is not only 
on building the nest, but also on creativity. The students are free to choose the materials 
and build the nest according to their ideas. No limits are set for them to develop and build 
the nest according to their ideas. In addition, the process-related competence of 
communicating is also in the foreground here, because all plans must be discussed with 
the partner. Both can put forward their ideas, so that ideas from both can be considered. 
Only after agreement the students can implement their ideas. In the end, both students 
must like it. 

 

7. Description of the activity environment, including the list of 
materials and tools needed:  
 
The activity will be carried out in the classroom.Material: 
- Scissors 
- glue 
- stapler 
- wood 
- leaves 



building a bird's nest 
 

- paper 
- cardboard 
- feathers 
- bottles 
- pebbles 
- Shoe box 
- Etc. 

 

8. Step by step, detailed description of the activity, including 
teaching and learning strategies: 

 
- Introduction: the teacher introduces the topic (build the nest). The teacher shows the 

students what materials can be used. Students work with their seatmate. Together 
they think about which bird they would like to build a nest for and what materials they 
would like to use. 

- Work phase: The students talk about ideas with their partner. Together, these ideas 
are implemented and gradually a nest is built. The teacher observes the students as 
they build the nest and is available to answer questions. However, she does not 
actively intervene in the process. 

- Reflection: After building the nest, the different nests are compared with each other. 
Which materials were used more often? Which materials were used less often? What 
could be the reason for this 

- In addition, the students are asked how satisfied they are with the collaboration with 
the partner(s) and whether the result is also accepted. 

 

9. Learning objectives/competencies: 
 
- Students collaborate with a partner/with a partner and communicate about the project. 
- Students contribute their own ideas. 
- Students use given materials to build a suitable nest. 
-  

10. Evaluation/assessment guidelines: 
 

At the end of the lesson, students can reflect on whether they are satisfied with the collaboration. 
In addition, they are asked what worked well during the collaboration and what worked less well. 
The teacher has observed the students during the construction and can compare their 
observations with the students' assessments. 
 

11. Lessons learned:  
 

If you are familiar with STEAM and can understand what STEAM stands for, it is much easier to 
incorporate STEAM into your own teaching. Above all, this can also encourage the creativity of the 
students. Different areas can be linked much more easily. 

 

12. Additional information/links: - 
13. Contact person:  

 
Sven Hüsing, Mrs. Tenberge 


