
Bird's Nest 

 

 

1. Name of the project: 
 

Bird's Nest 

 

2. Subjects covered from STEAM areas:  

 

science, 

technology 

 

3. Target group (age range and size of the group):  

 

- Age group: 6-10 years 

- 20-30 students 

 

4. Duration of the activity:  
 

2 weeks 

 

5. Key words: 
 

- native birds 

- nests 

- natural materials 

- observing 

- constructing 

- Being creative 

 

6. Key sentence describing context of the activity, followed by 

short description (200 words): 
 

In preparation for the lesson, the children will learn about some of our native bird species 

as well as their different nests. They examine different nests in terms of size, shape, 

material, and where they are found (in trees, hedges, on the ground). ground). In this 

context, the children also deal with the construction of the different bird nests. different 

birds' nests. Furthermore, the children search for nature search for natural materials in 

their environment from which they can build their own bird's nest. nest (e.g. grass, 

branches, leaves, clay, sheep's wool, etc.). The material search can be given as a work 

assignment to do at home. After the materials are obtained, construction of the nests 

begins. The challenge is that the students are only allowed to use the materials that they 

have materials that they have found in their environment. On the other hand the nest 
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should be constructed in such a way that it is stable and holds together. An additional 

incentive could be that the children try to build an even better (more stable) nest. (more 

stable) nest than a bird could build. After construction, the nest should the nest should 

be able to support/hold a chicken egg.  As a conclusion to the series of lessons, the 

children can take a tour of the museum to look at their and present the nests they have 

built. Together, they can examine the materials materials the children have used to build 

their nests, and where their nests can be found. nest (hedge, tree, ground, cave...) and 

which bird could have built it. could have built it. 

 

7. Description of the activity environment, including the list of 

materials and tools needed: 
 

The teaching activities take place both in the classroom and outside (material search).  

Materials:  

- worksheets on native bird species and their nests, 

- natural materials (e.g., grass, branches, leaves, clay, stones, animal wool/hair, 

feathers,...), 

-  a chicken egg 

 

8. Step by step, detailed description of the activity, including 

teaching and learning strategies: 
 

1st hour "Our native bird species": introduction to the topic "Nests of our native birds  

➔ Pick up on the children's previous experiences: Which native birds do you know? 

Birds do you know? Where do the birds breed (ground breeders, tree nesting birds, 

cavity nesting birds...)?  

2nd hour "Which nest belongs to which bird?": the children examine the different nests of 

native birds with regard to different criteria (occurrence, shape, size, material, etc.), 

material, etc.)  

3rd - 5th hour "We build our own bird's nests out of natural materials": The children go 

outside in their local area and for natural materials and build their own bird's nests using 

nests by looking at stable construction methods and the methods of construction   

6th hour "We present our bird's nests": the children present their self-made bird's nests 

and give each other feedback. feedback to each other. The class thinks about where the 

self-made nest could occur (tree, bush, ground, cave,) 

 

9. Learning objectives/competencies: 
 

In the activity "We build our own birds' nests", the children learn about different natural 

materials and their properties. They consider what their nest can/should look like and 

how they can make it as stable as possible (problem solving). In this context, the 

children's creativity is also encouraged. The children learn which skills are needed to 

build a nest, including fine-mechanics-skills of the learners are also trained. 
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10. Evaluation/Assessment guidelines: 
 

Reflection sheet: student/teacher column e.g., with regard to:   

- the work behavior  

- the materials used (natural materials)  

- stability 

 

11. Lessons learned: 
 

What I have taken away from the STEAM concept is that it is about learners dealing with 

"real-life" contexts, for example by being confronted with contained problems that they 

have to master. This requires, among other things, certain ways of thinking that can be 

generalized. Learners are trained to discover their environment and to act in a self-

determined way. 

 

12. Additional information/Links: 
 

13. Contact person: 
 

 Prof. Dr. Claudia Tenberge 


